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Introduction

As per the Maharashtra government circular to celebrate Vachan Sankalp Maharashtra Cha
we RIT Central Library organized Winter display book stacking. Main objective to this
activity to Increase the reading habit among the users and Introducing new books.
Christmas is a Christian festival celebrating the birth of Jesus. The English term Christmas
(“mass on Christ’s day”) is of fairly recent origin. The earlier term Yule may have derived from the
Germanic jol or the Anglo-Saxon gedl, which referred to the feast of the winter solstice. The
corresponding terms in other languages—Navidad in Spanish, Natale in [talian, Noél in French—all
probably denote nativity. The German word Weihnachten denotes “hallowed night.” Since the early
20th century, Christmas has also been a secular family holiday, observed by Christians and non-
Christians alike, devoid of Christian elements, and marked by an increasingly elaborate exchange of
gifts. In this secular Christmas celebration, a mythical figure named Santa Claus plays a pivotal role.
The early Christian community distinguished between the identification of the date of
Jesus’ birth and the liturgical celebration of that event. The actual observance of the day of Jesus’
birth was long in coming. In particular, during the first two centuries of Christianity, there was strong
opposition to recognizing the birthdays of martyrs or Jesus. Numerous Church Fathers offered
sarcastic comments about the pagan custom of celebrating birthdays when, in fact, saints and martyrs
should be honored on the days of their martyrdom—their actual “birthdays,” from the church’s
perspective.
Many Christians in India celebrate Jesus Christ's birth on Christmas Day, annually on
December 25. The celebrations are most noticeable in states where there are many Christians.
Christmas Day is a gazetted holiday in India.

About Activity
We RIT Central Library celebrated Christmas for the Fourth time in our library. The library
team prepared a Christmas tree and snowman using books. We used symbolic things like flowers,
leaves, stars, and caps for decoration. We also decorated the tree by lighting it. It looked so beautiful,
and all the faculty, staff, and students liked it very much. Our Book Christmas Tree became popular
with all our friends and on social media like WhatsApp, Facebook, etc.
We received many compliments, likes, and shares for our Book Christmas Tree.
Objective of Activity
e Increase the reading habit among the users.
e To create enthusiasm among students by taking such activities
¢ Introducing new books
e Increase the footfall of the library.
o The initiative celebrates diversity in culture, art, etc., and aims to inspire people to feel
national unity, harmony, and integrity.




Summary

The innovative theme of the Book Christmas Tree by our Librarian, Prof. Hase V. L., is a very new
concept. Director Dr.P.V. Kadole, Registrar Madam, All Deans, and all HODs also visited the
library to grace the event. They liked the way we celebrated Christmas in our Institute or Central
Library. They all also appreciated the work done by the library team. We have some international
students in our institute. We at Central Library gave gifts like sweet felicitations to international
students and other Christian students and staff on Christmas through the hands of Director Dr. P.V.
Kadole. We celebrated Christmas with the international students and with our other students.
distributed chocolates to all the visitors on that day. International students gave thanks to the

institute and library for this touching moment. We got a tremendous response for this activity.

A total of 310 students and faculty visited the event and gave their feedback for the event. Many
of our students, faculty, and staff kept our events photographs as their status or stories. It was a
good experience for all students and visitors. The motto of celebrating Christmas is to spread
happiness and love. Refreshing mind from our stress or day-to-day routine work. Such activities
would promote greater cultural awareness and inclusivity among individuals and broader
society. We feel that our Book Christmas Tree achieves all of thg§e. Also, we fetched book lovers

to our library and Cultivated a Love of Reading in readers through this activity.

Co-Ordinator’s Librarian M-

Mr. M.B. Dange Q}a Mr. V. L. Hase Dr. P.V. Kadole
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Participants Feedback
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ACTIVITY GLIMPSES

Students, Faculty and Staff with Director P.V. Kadole on the occasion of
Christmas Celebration
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